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LETTER OF SUBMITTAL 


CoNGREss OF THE UNITED STATES, 
House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., May 25, 1951. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpock, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular A ffairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. CuaitrmMan: The Nationalist Party leaders in Puerto 
Rico attracted widespread attention to their movement late in 
October and early November last year by the attempts of their 
gunmen to assassinate the President of the United States and the 
Governor of Puerto Rico. 

Fortunately plans for both these dastardly attempts went astray 
but at the price of the lives of men assigned to guard these two Chief 
Executives. 

The history of the Puerto Rican Nationalist Party, which is com- 
posed of a comparative handful of independence fanatics, is replete 
with terrorism. It is also marked by the support given by the 
Communist Party, both mainland and insular. 

In view of the seditious nature of this movement in Puerto Rico, 
I have asked Mr. Hackett, staff consultant for our Subcommittee on 
Territories and Insular Possessions, to make a study of the past and 
present history and activity of the Nationalist Party and the extent to 
which Communists have participated therein. 

That report has now been completed and I submit it for the infor- 
mation of the members of our committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Frep L. CrawFrorp. 
Il 
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THE NATIONALIST PARTY OF PUERTO RICO 


Report to the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs 





THE REVOLUTION THAT FIZZLED 


On November 1, 1950, in Washington, D. C., ‘a man fell wounded 
in front of the temporary White House, commonly referred to as the 
Blair House, following his participation in an abortive attempt on 
the life of the President of the United States. In his pocket was 
found a letter which read as follows: 

My Dear Grisewio: If for any reason it should be necessary to assume the 
leadership of the movement in the United States, you will do so without hesita- 
tion of any kind. We are leaving to your high sense of patriotism and sane 
judgment everything regarding the matter. 

Cordially yours, 


Aupizu Campos. 

The wounded man was Oscar Collazo, 37-year-old Puerto Rican 
who has since been convicted of murder following a trial by jury and 
sentenced to die in the electric chair on October 26, 1951, for killing 
a White House policeman. The signer of the letter was Pedro Albizu 
Campos, 59, notorious acid-tongued, American-hating revolutionist 
and head of Puerto Rico’s Nationalist Party. He has been devoting 
the remaining years of his life to fulfillment of his vow to “throw the 
United States out’’ of Puerto Rico. 

The ‘‘Griselio” to whom the letter was addressed was Griselio 
Torresola, another Nationalist and Collazo’s accomplice in the bloody 
raid on the White House. He was killed in his attempt to shoot his 
way past Secret Service policemen. The letter had been written by 
Albizu only a few weeks before the attempt of these two men to 
shoot up the residence of the President. The “movement’’ referred 
to is the Puerto Rican Nationalist movement. 

This letter linking mainland assassins with the Nationalist move- 
ment in Puerto Rico has emphasized the havoc that can be wrought 
by a handful of ruthless terrorists and throws the spotlight on more 
than 20 years of plotting against the Federal Government by these 
seditionists. Although disclaiming allegiance to communism, the 
Nationalists have been aided and abetted by American Reds who 
have actively fed the flames of revolution in Puerto Rico. 


NATIONALISTS TRY MANY ASSASSINATIONS 


In the wake of terror spread by the fanatical followers of Albizu in 
two decades are recorded the threat on the life of the President of the 
United States, the attempted assassination of at least three governors 
of Puerto Rico, the plot to murder a Federal judge in Puerto Rico 
after he had sentenced some of the Nationalist insurrectionists to 
prison, and the shooting of the then Resident Commissioner of Puerto 
Rico. 

1 
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That the great majority of people of Puerto Rico—who are American 
citizens—are resentful of the bloody blot of insurrection made against 
the name of their island government by a comparative handful of 
Albizu followers, is indicated in the statements of Resident Commis- 
sioner A. Ferndés-Isern and of insular officials and the petitions of the 
Puerto Ricans to the White House expressing indignation at the acts 
of the Nationalists. 

This feeling also was expressed in behalf of his people by Gov. Luis 
Mufioz-Marin, himself a target of the Nationalist assassin plot. 

A few hours after the unsuccessful Blair House raid he declared in 
part in a coast-to-coast broadcast: 

The people of Puerto Rico are profoundly indignant at the attempt made at 
Blair House in which two Puerto Rican Nationalists were involved. We would 
feel ashamed of calling ourselves Puerto Ricans, if it were not for the fact that 
the Nationalist gangsters are less than 500 in number, among the more than 
2 million decent, democracy-loving American citizens that make up our com- 
munity. 

Although actual Nationalist Party adherents in Puerto Rico are 
estimated at between 500 and 1,000 it is not possible to accurately 
judge their numbers because since 1932, with perhaps one or two 
exceptions, Albizu has ordered his followers to refrain from voting in 


st, 


colonial elections’’ as he describes them. 
NATIONALISTS-COMMUNISTS INCREASE ACTIVITIES 


Although their Nationalist numbers are not large yet the tempo 
and daring of their activities has increased through the recent years. 
At the same time the Communist Party of the United States has 
stepped up its exploitation of every incident it could seize upon to 
split and smear the relations between the citizens of the insular domin- 
ion and the Federal Government. The letters found on one of the 
perpetrators of the Blair House raid clearly show a link between the 
Puerto Rican revolutionists and their adherents among the estimated 
300,000 insular citizens who in recent years have moved to New York. 

For these reasons this report containing background material on 
Albizu and his organization’s activities and the parallel plot of the 
Communist Party to stir up dissension in Puerto Rico has been pre- 
pared for members of the Interior and Insular Affairs Committee of 
the House of Representatives. 

The Nationalist movement and the independence idea are not 
always synonymous. There are some independence advocates who 
want independence for Puerto Rico but are not in sympathy with 
the terrorist tactics of Albizu. 


WHO IS PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS? 


There is no question that Albizu and the Nationalist Party are 
one and the same. Albizu took over the Nationalist Party in the 
early part of the 1930’s and it participated in the elections of 1932 
and polled only about 5,000 votes for its candidates. Who then, is 
this man who heads the revolutionary movement which seeks with 
bombs and bullets to ‘‘free’’ the island from the Government of the 
United States? 

Pedro Albizu Campos was born September 12, 1891, at Barrio 
Machuelo Abajo, Ponce, P. R. His father was a white Puerto 
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Rican merchant named Alejandro Albizu-Romero. His mother was 
a colored woman named Juliana Campos. Albizu’s wife is Laura 
Meneses de Albizu Campos, a citizen of Peru. They have one 
daughter, Rosa Albizu Meneses. 

A group of Americans arriving in Ponce during Albizu’s youth are 
reported to have taken an interest in him and later arranged passage 
for him to come to the United States for his education. He eventually 
entered Harvard and in due course graduated from its law school. 
While at Harvard he entered a training camp which had been set up 
at that university by a French war mission. During World War I, 
which he entered through the draft, he eventually became a second 
lieutenant in charge of a Negro unit. Definite light has not been 
shed on the vital spot in Albizu’s youth that caused him to turn 
revolutionist. Some who knew him in college describe him then as 
a “gay outgoing personality” and others who knew him intimately 
a few years later called him a “twisted, tortured soul.’”’ Others say 
Albizu gradually became embittered as he grew to feel that his color 
handicapped him in his associations while at Harvard and that also 
because of this he did not make the progress to which he felt his 
education entitled him in the Army. 


BACK TO PUERTO RICO 


At any rate Albizu went back to Puerto Rico after his days at Har- 
vard and on May 11, 1930, got himself elected President of the 
Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico, which had been organized a few 
vears before, with independence as a goal. In the 1932 insular elec- 
tion he took a fling at running for office himself and became a candi- 
date for senator-at-large on the Nationalist Party ticket. This was a 
bitter defeat because his noisy followers had caused him to believe his 
popularity among insular voters was much greater. He polled about 
10,000 votes, or 2 percent of the vote, proving himself a poor vote 
getter. After the 1932 election he advocated that Puerto Ricans re- 
frain from participation in ‘‘colonial elections.”’ 

Despite the action of recent Congresses to give the Puerto Ricans 
greater self-government after first granting them citizenship in 1917, 
then more recently extending them authority to elect their own Gov- 
ernor, and within a few days, as the result of an act of the Eighty-first 
Congress, an opportunity to vote on a proposition to organize a gov- 
ernment pursuant to a constitution of their own adoption, Albizu’s 
followers continue to adhere to their pact and vociferously advocate 
that Puerto Ricans abstain from participation in all elections. 


HAS AN ARMY OF HIS OWN 


As a part of his revolutionary plot, Albizu has organized a virtual 
army of his own and it has been a central figure in much of the violence 
and shooting that has occurred in PuertO Rico. Albizu founded the 
“Liberating Army of the Republic” in 1932. Nationalists have also 
called their strong-arm force the “army of liberation,”’ the “army of the 
republic,”’ and “the cadet corps of the Nationalist Party.’ Albizu 
has served as commander in chief of the outfit. Beginning in 1935 
the Nationalist Party established small militias in many of the larger 
cities and towns in Puerto Rico. 
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On January 6, 1936, Albizu, in the name of the Nationalist Council, 
issued a decree in which universal compulsory military training was 
required of all members of the Nationalist Party over 18 years of age. 
The decree was issued in the name of “immediate national defense.’ 

Following a series of killings and shooting in 1935 and 1936, more 
fully described later in this summary, Albizu was convicted in the 
United States district court at San Juan on a three-count indictment 
charging conspiracy to overthrow the United States Government by 
force, conspiracy to incite rebellion against the United States, and con- 
spiracy to recruit soldiers to fight against the United States. He was 
sentenced to serve 6 years on the first count and 2 years on both the 
second and third counts, the sentences to run consecutively. The 
court suspended the sentences on the second and third counts and 
Albizu was to be placed on probation at the expiration of the 6-year 
term imposed on the count charging him with conspiracy to overthrow 
the United States Government by force. Albizu began serving his 
sentence at the Federal Penitentiary at Atlanta, Ga., on June 7, 1937. 
After he had served slightly more than 4 years of his sentence he was 
offered a conditional release from prison on November 4, 1941, but 
he refused to agree to conditions of his release. As the result he served 
the full length of his sentence and was released on June 3, 1943. 


ESTABLISHED NEW YORK CONTACTS 


Albizu went to New York City after his release from prison and there 
on June 8, 1943, he entered Columbus Hospital for a heart condition 
and also for treatment for his left arm which he claimed was partly 
paralyzed. 

Albizu stayed in New York until December 17, 1947, when he went 
back to Puerto Rico to take over the active leadership of the Nation- 
alist movement. During the time he was in New York he was in 
constant touch with Nationalists in both New York and Puerto Rico. 
It is believed that it was during this time that he was in active contact 
with the group which participated in the plot against the President 
last November. 

Albizu plunged into his work after arriving in Puerto Rico and the 
beginning of 1948 found him back in the harness working for the Na- 
tionalist cause. He was formally named president of the Nationalist 
Party at the organization’s general assembly in San Juan on December 
19, 1948—-having been the unanimous choice of the delegates attending 
the convention. One year later, almost to the day, he was reelected 
president of the party for another term. 


SPEECHES INFLAMMATORY AGAINST UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


During the years since his return to Puerto Rico, Albizu has boldly 
made public appearances, making speeches filled with vitriolic refer- 
ences to the United States. One example is a speech he made at 
Lares, P. R., on September 23, 1949, in which he said: 


The struggle initiated 81 years ago against the mother country, Spain, for the 
independence of Puerto Rico, continues. The Nationalist Party is going to 
dynamite the United States. It is going to throw out the United States. The 
Yankees have killed many Puerto Ricans. They want to destroy us by evil 
methods and in human justice we have a right to destroy them. The right is 
ours, and they are the culprits. The time will come in which that right will be 
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exercised. Here, the only subversive is the Government of the United States 
and all its agents. They are the ones who want to destroy life. They 
kill all of us with diseases, vaccinations, and by starvation. Some day 
going to pay with their lives, with their own existence. There have been greater 
empires than the United States—more powerful. Today they are ashes. It 
may be that before long the North American plague will be a memory. 
be that this could happen within the vear—within two. 

Cowards are all alike. The time arrives when justice arms the weak, routs 
the giants. Here will be sung another great Te Deum. We shall sing that Te 
Deum, but it will be preceded by a struggle with arms, with all that is necessary 
to obtain the independence of Puerto Rico. 


want to 
they are 


It may 


A few months later, February 23, 1950, Albizu, in a speech at 
Utuado, P. R., declared that— 


the Yankees do not have the right to be the bosses of the people of Puerto Rico. 
* %* * Valor and dignity only are needed; neither money nor arms were. 
There are arms in the cuartel of the police. All these arms are yours bought 
with the quarter and half cents the insular government has collected—also the 
arms of the National Guard, all these arms are ours. A people full of valor and 
dignity cannot be overcome by an imperialist. He that does not wish to die 
must hide himself; there is nothing for those who look for salvation neither in 
arms nor in money. If you wish to be free, you must fight for it. 


ALBIZU NOW FACES 17 YEARS IN PRISON 


By the end of October 1950, Albizu had whipped his followers into 
a frenzy and there was again violence climaxed with the raid on La- 
Fortaleza, the Governor’s mansion in Puerto Rico. This assault 
against the home of the insular chief executive was almost identical 
in detail to the attempt of another group of Puerto Rican National- 
ists at almost the same time, to shoot their way into the home of the 
President of the United States. 

Albizu would like to die a martyr, the victim of a bullet from the 
gun of a policeman or soldier, but msular authorities were aware of 
this when they sought the Nationalist leader in connection with the 
week of terror last fall. Tear gas brought him from his place of abode 
in a two-story building that houses the party headquarters. He sur- 
rendered without violence. 

A series of charges were placed against him in the insular courts. 
On February 14, 1951, he was convicted of assault with intent to 
commit murder and on March 16, 1951, was sentenced to serve 7 to 
15 years for that crime. On February 20 he was convicted and sen- 
tenced to 10 years and 9 months for violating the insular firearms law. 
He must serve a minimum of 17 years and 9 months under the terms 
of these sentences. 

There is still another charge pending against him. It is that of 
violating insular law No. 53, an act which is similar to section 2385, 
title 18 of the United States Code, which deals with advocating 
overthrow of government. 

Albizu has based his revolutionary drive on his self-conceived idea 
that the United States holds Puerto Rico illegally. His every defense 
is that he is not a subject of the United States and the mainland 
Government lacks the authority to prosecute and punish him and his 
followers. 

The United States acquired Puerto Rico from Spain under the 
Treaty of Paris which concluded the Spanish-American War. Among 
other things his party doctrine has been that we hold Puerto Rico in 
violation of international law since the Treaty of Paris was not sub- 

84341—51———-2 
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mitted to the people of Puerto Rico for approval as he contends would 
have been required under the Spanish Autonomy Act. 

Only an Albizu-ty pe me ‘ntal state could twist these documents into 
such a translation. The royal decree for the colonial autonomy in 
Puerto Rico and Cuba was dated November 27, 1897. There was 
nothing in this decree that had to do with the status of the colony 
in connection with war. 


TREATY OF PARIS 


On December 10, 1898, the United States and Spain concluded 
their negotiations at Paris which ended the state of war. The United 
States Senate ratified the treaty February 6, 1899. 

Certain of the rights of the citizens of Spain in Puerto Rico and 
other lands involved in the treaty were set forth in article [X of the 
treaty as follows: 

Spanish subjects, natives of the peninsula, residing in the territory over which 
Spain by the present treaty relinquishes or cedes her sovereignty, may remain in 
such territory or may remove therefrom, retaining in either event all their rights 
of property, including the right to sell or dispose of such property or of its proceeds; 
and they shall also have the right to carry on their industry, commerce, and 
professions, being subject in respect thereof to such laws as are applicable to other 
foreigners. In case they remain in the territory they may preserve their allegiance 
to the Crown of Spain by making before a court of record, within a year from the 
date of the exchange of ratifications of this treaty, a declaration of their decision 
to preserve such allegiance; in default of which declaration they shall be held to 
have renounced it and to have adopted the nationality of the territory in which 
they may reside. 


With respect to civil and political rights this same section declared: 


The civil rights and political status of the native inhabitants of the territories 
hereby ceded to the United States shall be determined by the Congress. 

Congress took steps to determine the political status of the native 
inhabitants and to establish civil government in Puerto Rico by 
passage of the Foraker Act which was approved April 2, 1900. The 
people were declared to be citizens of Puerto Rico, entitled to the 
protection of the United States. They were organized into a body 
politic to be known as ‘‘the People of Puerto Rico.” A temporary 
organic act for their local government was adopted and relationships 
with the Federal Government were determined, both political and 
economic. On March 2, 1917, Congress approved the Jones Act 
which was known as the “Organic Act of 1917” a principal section of 
which was to confer citizenship upon Puerto Ricans, and self-govern- 
ment was broadened. This has been amended from time to time and 
the Federal Government has taken an increasing interest in the welfare 
and problems of the citizens of the island. More recently Congress 
enacted legislation to enable our citizens in Puerto Rico to elect their 
own Governor. This law was passed in the Eightieth Congress and 
the first election was held in 1948. In the last Congress legislation was 
enacted “in the nature of a compact” subject to the approval of the 
island voters, to enable the people in Puerto Rico to “organize a 
government pursuant to a constitution of their own adoption,” within 
existing political and economic relationships. Whether they wish to 
avail themselves of this opportunity will be left entirely up to the 
people of Puerto Rico, their decision to be made in an island-wide 
referendum on June 4, 1951. 
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NATIONALISTS OPPOSE MILITARY TRAINING 


As a part of its refusal to recognize the authority of the United States 
in Puerto Rico the Nationalist Party has been a propaganda agency 
against military service and it has advocated that its members not 
register under the selective-service laws. 

In 1942 there was a round-up in Puerto Rico of Nationalists who 
had subscribed to a party agreement not to serve in the Armed Forces 
of the United States” Among those arrested at that time were Julio 
Santiago and Buena Ventura Rodriguez, owner of a print shop where 
the newspaper of the Puerto Rican Nationalists was printed. They 
were arrested for refusal to register under the Selective Service Act. 

Julio Pinto Gandia, one of the party leaders convicted in the plot 
to kill Federal Judge Cooper who had sentenced Nationalist conspira- 
tors, defied selective-service authorities after his release from the 
Petersburg, Va., Federal Penitentiary in 1943. Pinto had been regis- 
tered for the draft while in prison but at that time announced he would 
refuse to comply with the selective-service laws. He argued that the 
United States held Puerto Rico “‘under a military, illegal intervention” 
and declared he would not recognize or acknowledge this kind of gov- 
ernment in the island. He was arrested by FBI agents in June 1945 
for draft evasion. At one time Gandia was acting president and secre- 
tary-general of the Nationalist Party in Puerto Rico. 

Nationalists have only realized token observance of their antidraft 
mandate. On the other hand Puerto Ricans have fought heroically 
with the mainland troops. The daring of the Sixty-fifth Regiment, 
composed wholly of Puerto Ricans, in covering the successful retreat 
of United States Marines in Korea provoked much commendation for 
the loyal Puerto Rican troops in the United States Army. Their 
heroic feat was related to the House of Representatives by Representa- 
tive Bow, of this committee, earlier this year. 


VIOLENCE MARKS PARTY RECORD 


The record of the Nationalist Party has been marked by terror and 
bloodshed and highlighted by attempts to assassinate Government 
officials. 

After his bitter frustration occasioned by the miserable failure of his 
cause at the polls in 1932, Albizu lost no time in renewing his drive to 
“knock out the Yanks.’”’ Speaking at a meeting in Santurce in 1933, 
Albizu urged his listeners to forget spiritual and political loyalties and 
consolidate against the Nordic invader. Albizu has never used soft 
words in inciting his own people. On this particular occasion he was 
reported as accusing Puerto Ricans— 
of invoking parlor diplomacy and of shielding themselves behind the skirts of 
their women—as so many babies unwilling to face the world at large—in order 
to get rid of the Nationalist issue in the churches, clubs, councils, 


and lodges. 
TWO BOMB PLOTS AND POISON THREAT IN 1933 


On that occasion Albizu devoted part of his speech to the general 
administration of affairs in Puerto Rico by the Federal Government 
and made references to the newly appointed Governor, Robert H. 
Gore. Only a few months after Albizu reopened his campaign of 
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hate a bomb was found at La Fortaleza, the Governor’s palace. In 
the same week a bomb exploded at the Governor’s summer home at 
Jajome Alto, in the mountains a few hours’ drive from San Juan. 
The blast at Jajome occurred shortly after the departure of Governor 
Gore and Col. Francis Griggs, chief of insular police. It was an 
obvious attempt to kill the Governor. About the same time Governor 
Gore had received an anonymous letter warning him of a poison plot 
on him and his family. 


ALBIZU’S HARANGUE OF STUDENTS BRINGS GUNFIRE 


In October 1935, Albizu obtained facilities of an insular radio 
station and on two successive Sundays berated both men and women 
students of the University of Puerto Rico. He called the men 
effeminate and the women drunkards and accused the latter of aping 
American women with their smoking and drinking. 

The slur was resented by the male students and they laid their 
plans for a student assembly at which time they proposed to denounce 
Albizu and oust him from his position as “spiritual father” of the 
youth of the university. Police feared trouble and patroled the 
streets and the campus. <A suspicious character was noted on the 
campus carrying a package but he fled in an automobile with three 
companions when police approached. The men were chased by police 
and were overtaken. The driver was instructed to drive to police 
headquarters and as he started away two policemen mounted the 
running board of his car. Instead of going to police headquarters 
the car stopped in front of Nationalist headquarters and a shot was 
fired by one of the occupants in the car, wounding a policeman. 
Other police opened fire on the car and three occupants were killed 
and a fourth badly wounded. As a police car started to take the 
wounded policeman to a hospital, a bomb was thrown at it, injuring 
all occupants of the police car. The bomb-throwing Nationalist was 
chased and killed in a gun battle with police and there were other 
frequent exchanges of gunfire between police and Nationalists. Police 
found the seized Nationalist car loaded with explosives, bombs and 
revolvers. 

ALBIZU GETS VENGEANCE PLEDGE 


Albizu gave a fiery funeral oration in the Santurce cemetery as the 
four Nationalists were buried. At their graveside Albizu asked some 
8,000 of his followers to raise their right hands and swear to avenge 
the “‘murdered national heroes, fallen for their country’s honor.” 

The Communists and Nationalists were linked in the Puerto Rican 
uprising as Rafael Martinez Nadal, president of the Puerto Rican 
Senate demanded an investigation into “‘subversive political thought 
at the University of Puerto Rico.’’ He declared, ‘‘The university is a 
hotbed of communism and nationalism.” 


NATIONALISTS FULFILL PLEDGE 


Within a matter of weeks the pledge of vengeance evoked by Albizu 
was applied when Col. Francis E. Riggs, retired United States Army 
officer and head of the insular police, was murdered as he stopped to 
investigate the firing of some shots he heard as he was on his way 
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home from church, Sunday, February 23, 1936. Two young National- 
ists, Elias Beauchamp and Hiran Rosado were arrested. Beauc hamp 
told police he shot Colonel Riggs in revenge for the shooting of four 
Nationalists the previous October. On the same day an insular 
district police chief was shot attempting to put down a Nationalist 
disorder in Utuado in another part of the island. 

Both Federal and insular authorities launched an investigation and 
began searching various Nationalist headquarters and homes of 
Nationalist leaders. Documents and records of utterances and 
speeches of Albizu were presented to a Federal grand jury summoned 
in San Juan. Albizu and a number of his followers were indicted. 
They included Juan Antonio Corretjer, secretary-general of the 
Nationalist Party; Luis Velazquez, Julio Velazquez, Rafael Ortiz 
Pacheo, Clemente Soto Valez, Erasmo Velazquez, Juan Gallardo 
Santiago, and Clemente Rosado Ortiz. 

The jury in the first trial disagreed and the Nationalists were im- 
mediately retried and convicted by another jury. The indictments 
charged Albizu and his followers with conspiracy to overthrow the 
United States Government by force, conspiracy to incite rebellion 
against the United States and conspiracy to recruit soldiers to fight 
against the United States. 

The Nationalists resorted to a series of futile legal moves seeking 
through higher courts to have the decision reversed and an attempt 
was made to obtain Presidential intervention. 

The trials were conducted before Federal Judge Robert A. Cooper, 
who imposed the sentences previously referred to. 


PALM SUNDAY RIOTS 


Albizu and his group managed to delay imprisonment from July 
1936, to June 1937, and in the interim the Nationalists were involved 
in the notorious Palm Sunday riots and the attempt on the life of 
Federal Judge Cooper. 

Early in 1937 the Nationalists waged a campaign to whip up en- 
thusiasm for their independence cause and to create sentiment which 
they hoped would result in pressure for the release of their leader. 
Their activities included parades and rallies. 

On Palm Sunday, March 21, 1937, they planned a parade at Ponce. 
They had obtained a permit from the mayor but on Friday before the 
parade Gov. Blanton Winship and Insular Police Chief Enrique de 
Orbeta conferred in San Juan and agreed that the Nationalist parade 
had best be called off for reasons of public order. 

Nationalists were advised in writing on the morning of the parade 
that the mayor had withdrawn his permit, but they decided to ignore 
the new ruling withdrawing the permit. Witnesses said that when the 
chief of police waved a swagger stick and warned the black-shirted 
Nationalists not to continue with their plans, one of their number 
shot a policeman who was with the chief. 

More than half a dozen persons were killed and over 50 wounded 
in the gunplay and rioting that followed. More than a score of 
persons were arrested. 
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COMMUNISTS SEEK ALBIZU’S FREEDOM 


The Communist Party joined with the Nationalist Party in an effort 
to free Albizu. This indicated a working relationship. This alone 
discredits statements of Communist leaders that there has been no 
connection between the two. On March 26, 1937, the Communist 
Daily Worker announced that ‘‘A joint defense movement initiated 
by the International Labor Defense and the Nationalist Party of 
Puerto Rico’ had been launched in New York in behalf of Albizu 
and the other convicted Nationalists. 

On April 6, 1937, the Communist Daily Worker announced further, 
concerning the Albizu defense committee that 

The new committee includes representatives from the National Party of Puerto 
Rico, the American League Against War and Fascism, the International Workers 


Order, the International Labor Defense, the Communist Party, the Young 
Communist League, and organizations in lower Harlem. 


It is significant that every one of these organizations listed by name 
has been identified by the Department of Justice as communistic 
except the Nationalist Party, which the United States Attorney 
General has labeled as subversive. 

Albizu and his convicted assoc iates left for the Atlanta prison by 
plane on June 7, 1937, and the following day gunmen attempted to 
assassinate Federal Judge Cooper who had imposed the sentences. 
The shooting was blamed on Nationalists. Judge Cooper was en 
route to his home and as his car passed another automobile the occu- 
pants of the latter opened fire. One bullet broke the windshield of 
the judge’s car and others went wild. Jesus Casellas Torres and 
Anibal Arsuaga, cousins and members of the Nationalist movement, 
were arrested and in January 1938, pleaded guilty to attempting to 
assassinate Judge Cooper. 


RESIDENT COMMISSIONER SHOT 


Action of the Nationalists in shooting Insular Police Chief Riggs 
was denounced in Congress by Hon. Santiago Iglesias, Puerto Rican 
Resident Commissioner in Washington, in 1936. Later that year he 
returned to Puerto Rico and on October 26 while making an address 
in which he defended the American flag in Puerto Rico he was shot 
and wounded by a Nationalist named Domingo 5. Crespo. The 
assailant confessed being a Nationalist and that he was a sergeant 
in Albizu’s Cadets of the Republic. The Resident Commissioner was 
an aggressive opponent of the Nationalist independence program. 

On July 25, 1938, when Puerto Ricans staged a mammoth celebra- 
tion in the c ity of Ponce to mark the fortieth anniversary of the arrival 
of Gen. Nelson A. Miles and American troops in 1898, the Nationalists 
again let ines a blast of gunfire. 


GOVERNOR WINSHIP ESCAPES ASSASSIN’S BULLET 


This time their target was Gov. Blanton Winship, who was in the 
reviewing stand watching a parade just prior to his scheduled address 
on the anniversary occasion. 

Col. Luis Irizarry, of the Puerto Rican National Guard, was killed. 
He and his troops were passing the reviewing stand when the shooting 
started, Among the wounded was a Puerto Rican detective who 
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leaped in front of the Governor when the shots were fired. A number 
of Nationalists were arrested, including Tomas Lopez de Victoria, 
reported to have been the man who gave the ‘‘forward march’’ order 
to Nationalists that resulted in the Palm Sunday incident. Several 
Nationalists were sentenced to life imprisonment for the killing of 
the guardsman. 


ALBIZU FINDS MUCH ISLAND PROGRESS 


After Albizu’s departure for prison there was a lull in the National- 
ists’ activities but the mainland Communists beat the tom-toms of 
hate with their stories of ‘“Yankee imperialism’”’ and ‘‘colonialism”’ 
in their publications. 

Released from prison, he spent some time in New York and returned 
to his insular home in December 1947. He found he had lost a lot of 
his glamor with his own people. He picked up two new targets on 
which to vent his verbal abuse: (1) Governor Mufioz-Marin, and 
(2) baseball. 

His irritation with Governor Mufioz is understandable. For years 
Albizu had ranted to his followers about the ‘“‘Yankee bosses,’ in 
referring to the insular governors appointed from the mainland by 
the President of the United States. On his return he found a native of 
Puerto Rico, elected by the people of Puerto Rico, presiding as 
Governor of the island. This was the result of action of Congress in 
enabling Puerto Rican voters to elect a governor of their own choice. 

His gripe against baseball was occasioned by the widespread interest 
he found among Puerto Ricans in this national pastime on his return 
to Puerto Rico. To Albizu baseball was another device of ‘‘American 
imperialism’? to undermine Puerto Rico. The thing that cut him 
deepest, no doubt, was that Puerto Rican baseball games are broadcast 
by radio throughout the island and are widely listened to with the 
result that it cut down on his own listening audiences. 


INSURRECTION OF OCTOBER 30, 1950 


The October 30, 1950, flare-up of this band of mad radicals was a 
desperate attempt to reestablish the Nationalist cause with force and 
violence. The attempt of members of the same group to shoot their 
way into the home of the President of the United States 2 days later 
was just as insane. The patterns were very similar with murder and 
terror the key to each. 

On October 30, five men drove up to the Governor’s palace in San 
Juan, and one of their number got out and started firing a submachine 
gun at the guards, the same as other rebels fired at White House 
guards in Washington. Four of the five insurrectionists were killed 
and the fifth wounded. One policeman was killed and several 
wounded. That the Nationalist affair was well planned is indicated 
by similar acts of violence elsewhere throughout the island. There 
was loss of life in Nationalist clashes with authorities in the towns of 
Penuelas, Ponce, Jayuya, Utnado, and Arecibo in addition to San Juan 
and attempted violence was reported in Naranjito. 

The United States post office was burned and the police station 
bombed at Jayuya. Other fires were started and firemen attempting 
to extinguish the flames were killed. 
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GUILTY BROUGHT TO TRIAL 


Insular courts moved quickly. Swift disposition of the charges 
against Albizu have previously been related. More than a score of 
Nationalists have been convicted on charges including murder and 
destruction of United States property. Other charges are pending. 
Many of the defendants have been sent to prison for life and others 
sentenced to as much as 11 years in prison. 

It will be recalled that Collazo and Torresola attempted to shoot 
their way into Blair House on November 1, the latter losing his life. 
Collazo was convicted of first-degree murder by a jury in the District of 
Columbia and has been sentenced to die in the electric chair October 26. 

Torresola had returned to New York from Puerto Rico shortly 
before they came to Washington. 

A hospital nurse who was one of the first to attend the wounded 
Collazo testified she asked him if he tried to kill the President and 
that he replied that he had, that he was a Puerto Rican Nationalist 
and made the attempt so his people could be free. 

Similar terrorist tactics were applied November 1 at the Puerto 
Rican Government labor office in New York City when two of the 
“Molotov cocktail’? gasoline bombs were hurled into the office but 
failed to explode. The man who tossed the gasoline-filled bottles was 
a Puerto Rican. On the evening of that same day New York police 
were alerted by an anonymous tip that ammunition was about to be 
loaded on a ship soon to depart for Puerto Rico. The ammunition 
was not found. 

There was a particular link between the participant in the Blair 
House shooting and the uprising in Puerto Rico 2 days earlier. One 
of the ringleaders convicted in the burning of the United States post 
office at Jayuya in Puerto Rico is Elio Torresola, brother of Griselio 
Torresola, who was shot down in his attempt to shoot his way into 
the house where the President of the United States was resting. 


THE COMMUNIST ANGLE 


The Communist Daily Worker for November 7, 1950, a week after 
the Blair House incident, commented editorially on the charge that 
Communists had contributed to Puerto Rico unrest and uprisings. 
Governor Mufoz-Marin had declared in his coast-to-coast broadcast 
that the Blair House shooting— 
confirms my conviction of the connection of these mad, grotesque, and futile 


Nationalist violence-makers in Puerto Rico with communistic strategy all over the 
world. 


The Daily Worker said: 

Spewing lies about Communists, their beliefs and actions is standard practice 
these days, and any hack Senator or professional red-baiter can shout unsub- 
stantiated drivel about Communists and get printed in most respectable 
newspapers. 

The Daily Worker editorial had been prompted in part by a New 
York Times comment on the affair and the Communist paper said: 


New York Times, lacking the slightest fact to hang on, blandly asserts that the 
“Communist role is obscure but vicious.’”’ Thus, no facts are ever required for 
the Times to pass its slanderous judgment. 





x 
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THEIR OWN WORDS PROVE RED LINKS 


As stated earlier in this report the Communists have actively 
engaged in the campaign of hatred against the United States in Puerto 
Ric 0. The following evide nee in this study, in order not to be classed 
as “unsubstantiated drivel,’ using the Daily Worker term, is taken 
from the tongues and the pens of the Communists themselves. Their 
own words prove the Communist role in Puerto Rico is vicious. 

It would take a superior brand of window dressing for the Com- 
munist Party to appear witha straight face and disclaim any knowledge 
of an interlocking relationship between its headquarters, its branch in 
Puerto Rico, and the Puerto Rican Nationalists, in this drive for 
revolution. 


COMMUNIST LEGAL BRANCH DEFENDS ALBIZU 


The Communist Party on the mainland and in Puerto Rico has 
repeatedly upheld Albizu even to the extent that one of its legal fronts 
represented the Puerto Rican seditionist m court. 

Albizu was defended at his 1936 trial for inciting rebellion against 
the United States Government by the International Labor Defense, 
which the Attorney General, on May 7, 1942, characterized as “‘the 
legal arm of the Communist Party’’ and the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities has found that— 

The International Labor Defense has revealed itself on a number of occasions 


as an organization which encourages and supports treason against the United 
States Government. 


ALBIZU, FOSTER ON SAME COMMITTEE 


Evidence on file with the above-named House committee also shows 
that Albizu was a member of the national committee of the Inter- 
national Labor Defense and that William Z. Foster, head of the 
Communist Party, was one of the original national committee 
members. 

“Yankee imperialism” has been the theme of the song of hate sung 
by both Puerto Rican Nationalists and Puerto Rican and mainland 
Communists. 

After the Blair House shooting, William Z. Foster, head of the 
American Communist Party, and Gus Hall, party secretary, issued a 
joint statement declaring they were “profoundly shocked” at the 
incident and adding “the Communist Party condemns and rejects 
assassination and all acts of violence and terror.”’ 

It was only a few months earlier that 11 of Foster’s Communist Party 
board members, including this same Gus Hall, had been convicted by 
a jury in Federal court on an indictment charging them with con- 
spiracy to advocate the violent overthrow of the Government of the 
United States. Foster had been indicted with the 11 but escaped trial 
at that time under a plea of illness. The charge is still pending 
against him. 

REDS PRAISE ““HEROISM”’ 


On the day following the Foster-Hall statement, two of their world 
fellow travelers holding identically the same offices in the Puerto Rican 
Communist Party also issued a joint statement declaring that ‘the 
Nationalists have acted heroically” and blaming ‘Yankee imperialism”’ 
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for bloodshed growing out of the attempt to assassinate Governor 
Mufioz-Marin. 

Cesar Andreu Iglesias and Juan Santos Rivera, president and 
secretary respectively, of the Puerto Rican Communist Party issued 
the joint statement and this appeared in full in the Communist Daily 
Worker on November 3, 1950. They said in part: 

The armed struggle now going on in Puerto Rico shows the bankruptcy of 
Yankee imperialism and colonial government of Mufioz- Marin in the very nerve 
center of the American military base for imperialist aggression. * * * The 
application of the fascist McCarran law in Puerto Rico and the gag laws enacted 
by the colonial government are imperialists’ instruments to smash the liberation 
movement. * * The Nationalists have acted heroically. Conscious of all 
the odds against them, they gave their lives for love of liberty. 

The Yankee imperialist Government is determined to perpetuate colonialism 
in Puerto Rico. It is the only one responsible for bloodshed in the island. 

United States imperialism by subterfuge and demogogy, is trying to cover up 
its world-wide imperialist program. 

As leaders of the Communist Party in Puerto Rico they demanded 
immediate release of Puerta Rican troops in Korea and an end to the 
“compulsory military service.”’ 

In their own pronouncement Foster and Hall had called upon mem- 
bers of the mainland Communist organization “to give full support to 
the national independence struggle of the Puerto Rican people” and 
their cohorts in Puerto Rico chose to call it an “armed struggle.” 

Other evidence of the Communist drive in Puerto Rico appeared in 
their own documents from time to time. 


COMMUNISTS DEFEND NATIONALISTS 


In 1937, the year of the Nationalist riots at Ponce on Palm Sunday, 
Juan Saez, a member of the central committee of the Young Commun- 
ist League, appeared as a Puerto Rican delegate to the eighth na- 
tional convention of the Young Communist League, capitalizing on 
the shooting and declaring in an address: 

Any attempt of our youth to obtain a decent future, to achieve a democratic 
Puerto Rico, to improve living conditions, is met with police bullets. 

He did not tell his audience the police had banned the parade but 
declared: 

They wanted to parade for the freedom of the jailed president of the Nation- 
alist Party, Pedro Albizu Campos. 

Here was another Communist defending followers of Nationalist 
Albizu. 

He also declared: 

Puerto Rico, colony of American imperialism, ruled by American military 
officials, minus any pretense of democracy, completely divorced from popular 
rule, is, in a sense, the special responsibility of the young fighters for internation- 
alism and socialism in the United States. 

Even at that time, 14 years ago, he disclosed the growing strength 
of the young revolutionaries in revealing they had groups in half the 
towns of the island. 

He declared: 


Our Communist Party is young in Puerto Rico and our Young Communist 
League is even younger. At present we have groups in about half the towns of 
the island. Unfortunately, the significance of the line developed at the sixth 
world congress of the Young Communist International was not applied until 
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lately. Now, however, we are working to unite all progressive youth, all who 
want a better life, all who want to free Puerto Rico. We have had a certain de- 
gree of success. Joint meetings with the national revolutionary youth, the na- 
tional reformist youth and the Socialist vouth have been held. Our main task at 
present is to gather the forces of the young people into one mighty congress of 
Puerto Rican youth. Soon, we hope to be able to report that the power of a 
united youth has been able to defeat the imperialist terror. Soon we hope to be 
able to say that a united anti-imperialist people’s front is marching forward along 
the road of the aspirations of Our people. 


REDS ADMIT WORKING WITH NATIONALISTS 


The above speech, which admits young Communists were working 
with national revolutionary youth in Puerto Rico as long as 14 years 
ago despite Mr. Foster’s disclaimer of any connection between the 
two parent movements, may be found printed in full in the July 1937 
edition of the Young Communist Review. Until October 17, 1943, 
the Yeung Communist League was the vouth arm of the Communist 
Party and on that date went underground and thereafter operated 
through a front known as the American Youth for Democracy. This, 
too, was branded as subversive by the Department of Justice. The 
Young Communist Review was the official publication of the league. 

During the early 1930’s the leftists had hopes their ideology might 
bear fruit as the result of some of the policies of the liberal regime in 
political power on the mainland. Communists broke away from other 
coalition factions with whom they had been working in Puerto Rico 
however, and in 1940 were back with their own party activities. 


RESTLESSNESS OF COMMUNISTS 


The Communist Daily Worker for October 5, 1940, carried a dis- 
patch from San Juan written by Jane Speed Andreu stating: 

Due to the capitulation of the leadership of the Popular Democratic Party of 
Puerto Rico to the United States imperialist war aims, the Communist Party of 
Puerto Rico has found it necessary to withdraw its support from that party and 
run an independent candidate. Therefore, Alberto Sanchez, general secretary of 
the Communist Party, has been put forward in a write-in campaign, as a candidate 
for representative-at-large to the insular legislature. 

The dispatch referred to the resolution of the central committee of 
the Puerto Rican Communist Party on July 28, 1940, which had 
declared: 

If these elections were used for a powerful demonstration of our people, Yankee 
imperialism would receive a grave blow on the most important link of its im- 
perialist chain. If the people’s democratic forces were united behind an antiwar 
and anti-imperialist program, Puerto Rico would win its most glorious victory 
and at the same time would weaken imperialism in its most important centers. 


[It added: 


Throughout the campaign, the Communist Party must make itself felt as the 
only party of struggle against the imperialist war and for the independence of 
Puerto Rico. 


DENNIS AGITATES FOR BREAK 


The Red magazine Political Affairs for October 1945 turned loose 
all of its guns against the policies of our Government with respect to 
Puerto Rico in an article entitled “Puerto Rico and United States 
Imperialism.’’? This monthly magazine identifies itself as ‘‘a magazine 
devoted to the theory and practice of Marxism and Leninism.”’ 
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Eugene Dennis, general secretary of the Communist Party, was its 
editor at that time. Dennis recently completed a jail sentence for 
contempt of Congress and is one of the 11 Communist Party leaders 
convicted of conspiracy to advocate the violent overthrow. of the 
Government of the United States. 

The article says, on page 937: 

But the continued possession of Puerto Rico, against the declared will of its 
people, is the classic expression of imperialism, colonialism. Our Latin-American 
neighbors conclude that American imperialism is fundamentally no different than 


the rest of its kind and they fear Puerto Rico’s bondage foreshadows their own 
fate. 


It continued: 


But it was at the very peak of the New Deal progressivism that United States 
imperialism showed its true colors and the brutality which is characteristic of 
imperialism in general. ; 

The incident referred to was the Palm Sunday riots in Ponce and 
the article described the rioters as “patriots cold-bloodedly shot down 
in the streets of Ponce for demanding their country’s liberation.”’ 

The article concludes saying: 

The new thing that is needed is a solution for Puerto Rico based on the knowl- 
edge that it can prosper only if it breaks out of the imperialist economic grip 
in which it is now held prisoner. * * * When the demand for Puerto Rican 


freedom really rings out in the United States then we shall know that the American 
people’s struggle against imperialism has begun in earnest. 


FIELD CALLS UNITED STATES ‘‘'GREEDY IMPERIALISTS”’ 


Frederick V. Field, widely known for his Communist-front affilia- 
tions, wrote a taunting article in the Communist Daily Worker 
December 22, 1945, entitled ‘‘American Imperialism Can’t Grab 
Enough of Puerto Rico”’ which opened with the statement that “The 
whole world is not too big for the greed of American imperialism’’ 
and he declared that the labor and progressive movement in the 
United States had a responsibility in Puerto Rico. 

Field admonished those in these groups that they had “an oppor- 
tunity to demonstrate your acceptance of that responsibility” by 
attending an all-day conference on Puerto Rico’s Right to Freedom 
to be held the following month in New York City. 

The identity of the sponsors of that meeting tell a significant story 
of the part the Communists are playing in stirring up independence 
hysteria in Puerto Rico. Field listed five organizations as sponsoring 
the meeting. Three of them are on the United States Attorney 
General’s list of subversive organizations and the remaining two have 
been cited by the House Committee on Un-American Activities. 
Those sponsors of the meeting who are on the Department of Justice 
list are the Council of Pan-American Democracy, the National Negro 
Council, and the Council on African Affairs. The two on the House 
committee list are the National Lawyers Guild and the Independent 
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions. 

It will be recalled that the author of this article alleging American 
greed in Puerto Rico has quite a record of activity in the Communist- 
front vineyard. He was identified as the executive secretary of the 
American Peace Mobilization, cited as subversive by the Attorney 
General. His members picketed the White House in 1941 to protest 
against lend-lease and against our national defense program. In the 
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same year he advocated aid for China and withdrawal of our aid to 
England. He was listed as editor and chairman of the editorial 
board of Amerasia, a pro-Russian magazine in whose editorial room 
stolen secret’ Government papers from the State Department were 
found by FBI agents. He has also been associate editor of New 
Masses, a Communist weekly. He has participated in numerous 
Red-front movements. 


SUNDAY WORKER WHIPS UP HATRED 


On January 6, 1946, the Communist Sunday Worker carried an 
article by Joseph Bowers entitled ‘‘Garden of Imperialism.” The 
article tended to fan suspicion of Gov. Mufioz-Marin, over the issue 
of independence and to whip up further “‘imperialist”’ hatred for the 
United States. The subheading of the article in the Communist 
paper said: 

Puerto Rico is blessed with a fertile soil and friendly climate. It could be a 
garden spot for its people; but under the rule of the United States its people are 
among the world’s poorest. It is the garden spot of American imperialism. 

The article opens and closes with inflammatory statements that 
could be phrased for no other purpose than to stir up anti-American 
sentiment among Puerto Ricans in the United States and on their 
native islands. 


INFLAMMATORY STATEMENTS IN RED PAPER 


The article commences with: 


Great Britain owns India. The Netherlands owns Indonesia. Most Americans 
know this and they don’t like it. They believe that India and Indonesia should 
be free to govern themselves in a democratic way. How many Americans 
realize that the United States owns Puerto Rico and exploits her in the same 
imperalist fashion? 


on : ‘ : : pe. 

[The Red paper paints a sordid picture of Americans restricting 
Puerto Rican shipments to this country, ‘““monopolies”’ preying on in- 
sular residents, and “‘imperalists”” who are “interested only in squeez- 
ing the last possible dollar out of the island.” 

[t concluded with the statement that: 

Puerto Rico has suffered from colonial exploitation for 400 years. The United 
States has exploited her for the last 47 years. For 47 years we have permitted 
our Government to keep this system going, and through this neglect of our duties 
as citizens we have become responsible for the present situation. The Govern- 
ment of our country spends some $63 million each year so that the exploiters of 
Puerto Rico can draw their millions in dividends. * * * The fight against 
imperialism, like charity, begins at home. 


COMMUNIST PARTY AGAIN DEFENDS ALBIZU 


The Communist Party went through another of its acts of ‘‘reestab- 
lishing”’ itself in Puerto Rico in 1946. With the usual publicity fan- 
fare the Communists announced through the Daily Worker of March 
3, 1946, that the party had announced its intentions to reestablish it- 
self in Puerto Rico. They did admit, however, that Marxists had 
been working in San Juan and elsewhere on the island for some time 
and that they had sent three of their leaders to the Congress of the 
Cuban Popular Socialist Party, which was attended by William Z. 
Foster, head of American Reds. 
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The Communist Daily Worker for March 24, 1946, announced that 
Puerto Rican Communists had perfected their organization at a meet- 
ing in San Juan and that the session was marked by formal action 
demanding ‘‘unconditional freedom” for Albizu, the island’s leading 
revolutionist, and Juan Antonio Corretjer, his associate, both Nation- 
alist spearheads. 

If the Communist Party so abhors violence and terror, as Mr. 
Foster so tearfully painted his views after the Blair House affair, why 
is his party always so interested in the welfare in Puerto Rico’s terror 
movement leader? If there is no connection between Communists 
and Nationalists, why are Communists always “resolving” in behalf 
of the Nationalist leaders and the movement? 


STATEMENTS BORDER ON TREASON 


A 1949 program of the Puerto Rican Communist Party, skirting a 
proposal for treason, was revealed in the Communist Daily Worker 
for April 21, 1949, headed ‘“‘Puerto Rico Communist Party states 
position on war.’’ The Daily Worker reporting the Puerto Rican 
party statement declared that— 

If Yankee imperalism launches a war of aggression against the Soviet Union or 
any other democratic nation, our people would lead our people as a vanguard in 
the struggle against the aggressors and for Puerto Rican independence. 

The Worker also pointed out that the statement of the Puerto 
Rican Communist Party praised the Soviet Union delegation before 
the United Nations, observing that it was ‘‘the only country that 
protested against the colonial exploitation of Puerto Rico.” 

It further quotes the insular Red Party as saying: 

Yankee imperialism has converted Puerto Rico into the most important 
strategic base of the Atlantic, serving the aggressive purposes of Morgan, Rocke- 
feller, and other Wall Street bandits. Their efforts are not only directed against 
the Soviet Union but also against the Latin-American peoples. 

Our people do not have anything in common with the aggressive plans of 
Yankee imperialism. In this moment our principal task consists of fighting 


against unemployment, exploitation, hunger, misery, and sufferings imposed on 
the people of Puerto Rico by the United States. 


1950 COMMUNIST CONVENTION FANS FLAMES 


At the fifteenth national convention of the Communist Party, 
United States of America, held in New York City December 28-31, 
1950, the Red pyromaniacs continued their incendiary program with 
respect to the position of our Federal Government in Puerto Rico. 

This convention was held barely 60 days after the Puerto Rican 
Nationalists staged their acts of violence in Washington and in 
Puerto Rico and the delegates heard the chairman of the Puerto 
Rican Communist Party declare: 

“We place the responsibility for the bloodshed primarily upon Harry S. Truman, 
and upon his watchdog Mujfioz- Marin.” 

The same speaker called Governor Muiioz-Marin “the traitor to the 
people.” 

The speaker was Cesar Andreu, the Red boss of the island, who 
told his fellow travelers on the mainland that the Nationalist youth 
of Puerto Rico 
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had come to the conclusion that they preferred to die fighting for the independence 
of Puerto Rico, rather than serve American imperialism against the people of 
Korea. In other words, they refused to fight the Koreans, but fought against 
their real enemy, Yankee imperialism. 


He declared the victories of the Korean people and the Chinese 
Reds ‘‘have been a great inspiration to the Puerto Rican people’’ and 
referred to the “peace” forces being inspired and led by the great 
land of socialism, the Soviet Union. 

Here again we find a high ranking Communist admitting the Na- 
tionalist movement is working toward the goal of the Communist 
Party and here again we find a Communist leader praising Albizu. 
The chairman of Puerto Rican Communists said on this occasion: 

Their leader, Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos, president of the Nationalist Party, 
has consistently condemned the imperialist intervention in Korea, and the war 


provocations of the State Department against China, the eastern democracies 
and the Soviet Union. 


With boldness he declared: 


Puerto Rico, which until very recently felt isolated, facing the might 
imperialism in the world, begins to feel itself a part of the vast movement of the 
peoples who fight for peace, for democracy, for socialism. Not only the 
victories of the colonial peoples in other lands, but the experiences of the Puerto 
Rican people in the last 2 months, are definite proof of the fact that imperialism 
is as Mao Tse-tung said once, “‘a paper tiger.” 


great 


URGED TO WORK UNDERGROUND 


The primary goal of both the Communists and Nationalists is to 
topple American “democratic government in Puerto Rico but once this 
is accomplished the Reds would desert the latter because Andreu 
ealls the Nationalist Party a “‘petty-bourgeois party’’ whose sole aim 
is independence. 

However, he warned the convention that Communists should not 
for a moment overlook these groups in their drive to the ultimate goal 
for overthrow of American Government in Puerto Rico. On this 
he said: 

But there must be no underestimation of the contributions made by other forces 


and other parties to the cause of freedom for our people. Here the task » build 
a strong united front of all forces fighting for national liberation. 


He said that Communists must- 


work as closely as we can with all forces who are for independence. But we have 
to be on guard, and avoid direct participation in desperate actions which may lead 
the people to destruction without deriving any benefits. 

“Avoid direct participation” in this comment, are three important 
words with respect to the Communist program. It implies a green 
light to Communists to furnish the fuel for arson against the Govern- 
ment but that Nationalists or some similar group should assume the 
risk of applying the torch. 


COMMUNISTS CALL PROPOSAL OF THIS COMMITTEE “FAKE” 


The Eighty-first Congress in 1950, in words as plain as they could 
be phrased, advised the Puerto Rican people of our wish to grant them 
a greater degree of self-government. That measure, which was 
introduced by Dr. A. Fernés-Isern, Resident Commissioner of Puerto 
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Rico, and unanimously adopted by this committee, said that 
Congress— 

fully recognizing the principle of government by consent, this act is now adopted 
in the nature of a compact so that the people of Puerto Rico may organize a 
government pursuant to a constitution of their own adoption. 

That compact is to be submitted to the people of Puerto Rico at 
an island-wide referendum in June 1951. ‘True to our form of govern- 
ment this is not an imposition but gives the people of Puerto Rico the 
right to determine whether they want their legislature to call a 
constitutional convention to provide a republican form of government 
for the island. 

This would be a terrific blow at the Communist and Nationalist 
programs and it is little wonder that Andreu took the issue before 
the Communist national convention last December declaring: 

We face an immediate task, together with other political sectors, the organization 


of a mass campaign to defeat the plans of the Government to impose the fake 
constitution upon our people. 


ATTEMPT TO IMPEDE REGISTRATION 


There is no question that every major step taken by Congress to 
give the people of Puerto Rico a greater degree of self-rule propor- 
tionately weakens the causes of communism and nationalism in 
Puerto Rico 

Both of these subversive groups are opposed to the constitutional 
proposal which will be presented to the people of Puerto Rico on the 
ballot, June 4, 1951. 

The apparent purpose of the uprising during the week of October 30, 
was to emphasize this opposition. It was evident that the days of 
terror in Puerto Rico at that time was a conspiracy to impede the 
registration of new voters in the island on November 4 and 5, when 
new electors qualified themselves to vote in the June 4, 1951, election. 
These were special registration days under special law in order to give 
a chance to persons not previously registered because of age, or other- 
wise, to participate in the referendum to be held on June 4. 

In this conspiracy the Nationalists were again frustrated by the 
people of Puerto Rico. Eighty thousand new voters registered, under 
the strict Puerto Rican election law. This total includes both men 
and women. 

The Constitutional Government Act (Public Law 600, 81st Cong.) 
marks a new concept of Federal relationship for Territories under the 
sovereignty of the United States. 

The powers of sovereignty exercised by the United States in Puerto 
Rico, as the result of the Spanish cession, are, in the words of the 
United Nations Charter, in the nature of a solemn trust with the 
interest of the people our paramount concern. As the result of the 
1917 act, they are fellow citizens with the Americans of the mainland, 
they have the same protection under the United States flag at home 
and abroad, as all United States citizens have; they live under the 
same Federal laws a their fellow citizens on the mainland, except as 
such laws as may be locaily inapplicable, or it be otherwise provided 
by the Statute of Federal Relations in which the Federai sphere of 
action is defined. 
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While not fully participating in the Federal councils on a par with 
people of the States of the Union, they will continue to be represented 
by a Resident Commissioner with equal rights and privileges in the 
House as any other Member, except the voting power. This is 
balanced by the fact that they will not be called upon to participate 
in carrying the heavy burden of Federal taxation. Only to the extent 
that this relationship so implies will Federal power be exercised in 
Puerto Rico. 

The people of Puerto Rico may now choose to organize themselves 
into a free body politically invested with all the attributes of local 
democratic sovereignty, operating parallelly, within their respective 
sphere, with the Federal Government. 

it is evident from the facts developed during this study that the 
Nationalist Party of Albizu Campos is an extremist party witb small 
following but resorting to terror and even bloodshed in an attempt 
to inflict its doctrine upon the people. The words of the Communists 
themselves prove them to be a vicious ally of the Puerto Rican sedi- 
tionists. 

It is also indicated that both groups are finding it increasingly 
difficult to hold their followers as Puerto Rico advances on her way 
toward full freedom and democracy as an American commuoity. 

Proof abounds that the people of Puerto Rico, while intelligently 
and perseveringly striving to attain the dignity of a free, self-support.- 
ing and enlightened community within the circle of freedom and secu- 
rity symbolized by its common citizenship with the people of the United 
States, are not susceptible to subversive propaganda nor the wiles of 
pseudo-liberators. 


POLITICAL GAINS 


Leaders in Puerto Rico have expressed the feeling that steps taken 
by Congress toward the development of Puerto Rico ia free and loyal 
association with the United States is a shining example to the world 
of what can be done under the regime of freedom and that such 
enlightened and sound policy will be, as it has proved in Puerto Rico, 
the strongest deterrent of the Communist attacks, whether open or 
disguised, whether brazeo or subtle. 

Governor Mujfioz-Marin summed up the political advancement of 


Puerto Rico in bis annual message to the Puerto Rican Legislature on 
March 15, 1951, when he said: 


Politically speaking, however, progress has been decisive. The decade which 
elapsed between 1940 and 1950 marked the end in Puerto Rico, long before 
achieved in the rest of Latin America and Anglo-Saxon America, of the colonial 
period which commenced with the landing of Christopher Columbus. This 
period ended here not according to any cut-and-dried historic formula, but ac- 
cording to the creation of the Puerto Rican spirit, a spirit which is not striving 
toward a preconceived idea of political liberty, but is building its own framework, 
in harmony with the great Federal Union of which it is becoming steadily, more 
and more, an integral and yet a distinctive part. 


GOVERNOR MUNOZ-MARIN’S BROADCAST 


The people of Puerto Rico are not gullible. There is every indica- 
tion that the masses in Puerto Rico have a distinct distaste for the 
seditious nature of the Nationalists’ program and that they find the 
mouthings of the Communists in support and defense of the insur- 
rectionists very repulsive. 
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Speaking for his people on November 1, 1950, after he had received 
word of the dastardly attempt to shoot up the President’s residence 
in Washington, Governor Mufioz-Marin promptly made a coast-to- 
coast broadcast as follows: 


Coast-To-Coast Broapcast BY Gov. Luts MuNoz-Marin on RECENT 
DIsTURBANCES IN PvuERTO Rico 


The people of Puerto Rico are profoundly indignant at the attempt made at 
Blair House, in which two Puerto Rican Nationalists were involved. We would 
feel ashamed of calling ourselves Puerto Ricans, if it were not for the fact that the 
Nationalist gangsters are less than 500 in number, among the more than 2 million 
decent, democracy-loving American citizens that make up our community. We 
have a genuine admiration and affection for President Truman, not only because 
of his leadership in these troubled times of the world, but in a more intimate sense, 
because of his constant, fair-minded, generous attitude in helping Puerto Rico to 
help itself. We are deeply relieved that this criminal attempt was as futile as 
the violence that we have experienced from the same source and under the same 
guidance in Puerto Rico during the last 2 days. This crime confirms my convic- 
tion of the connection of these mad, grotesque, and futile Nationalist violence- 
makers in Puerto Rico with communistie propaganda strategy all over the world. 

The Nationalists started violence and assassination last Monday in Puerto 
tico. Twenty-seven people were killed and about ninety wounded. In num- 
bers, they are an insignificant group favoring the independence of Puerto Rico. 
The issue in Puerto Rico is not between colonialism and independence. We are 
not a colony of the United States. We are citizens of the United States and our 
island is associated on a basis of freedom with the United States. Weare members 
of the independence of the United States. 

The last time the Nationalist Party risked the hazard of democraey by going 
to the polls was in 1932. At that time they managed to get only 5,000 votes out 
of 400,000 votes east. Since then, they have expressed the conviction that votes 
and democracy are not important. I am Governor of Puerto Rico by a majority 
of 390,000 votes out of a total of 640,000, but my opponents, who polled the other 
250,000, are 100 percent with me in condemning this dastardly attempt on 
President Truman’s life and all the criminal works of this Communist-prompted 
lunacy. The Nationalists have no political power. They have no votes and 
they hate votes. Votes to them are as repugnant as holv water to the devil. 
As decent Christians, as militant members of the democratic world, all Puerto 
Rico tonight is filled with wrath and indignation. 

[ have just talked to President Truman on the telephone and I expressed to him 
the joy of our people that the criminal attack was thwarted. I am happy to say 
that the President answered me that the facts are clearly understood by the people 
in the United States. 

In the name of the people of Puerto Rico, I wish also to convey our grief to the 
family of the guard who lost his life at Blair House today. 


NOVEMBER 1, 1950. 
300,000 ASSURANCES TO PRESIDENT 


The extent to which the people of Puerto Rico were moved by the 
act of two of their fellow citizens in trying to shoot their way into 
the chambers of the President was indicated by the ready response 
to a move initiated by insular civic organizations to obtain signatures 
to a letter reaffirming their loyalty and faith in our form of govern- 
ment and condemning the acts of the fanatics. 

On April 1, 1951, Resident Commissioner A. Fernés-Isern called 
on the President and presented to him the letter bearing an estimated 
300,000 signatures of Puerto Ricans. The letter was in Spanish and 
its English translation is as follows: 


lta 


. 
i 
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Hon. Harry 8. TrRuMAN, 
President of the United States of America, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. PRESIDENT: We, the people of Puerto Rico, shocked and indignant 
because of the attempt against your life by two fanatics on the Ist day of Novem- 
ber, feel the spiritual compulsion to write you this letter. We thank God for 
preserving your life. 

The same sentiment prevails in all of us in the island; in its rural and urban 
zones, workers, professionals, businessmen. We are conscious of the significance 
of vour friendship and help to Puerto Rico which we all heartily appreciate. 

We believe that we should point to the fact that during 450 vears never before 
we have seen such an arbitrary act of violence as the one earried on recently by 
the small group of fanatic Nationalists. Puerto Ricans have faced that situa- 
tion of violence as it must be faced, against the enemies inside and outside, by 
sincere and responsible democratic citizens. There, where it was attempted 
against Your Excellency, as here, where it was attempted against our Gov. Luis 
Mufioz-Marin, the public police—the ones at Blair House and at La Fortaleza— 
defended with their lives, the security of our leaders. 

The democratic faith of Puerto Rico was again proved a few days after the 
disturbances, when our citizenship established a record in the number of new 
voters who registered in order to be able to decide on the constitution bill recently 
adopted for the island. This speaks, by itself, of our democratic faith. 

Our prayers and good wishes shall accompany you always, Mr.President. 


From a study of the record of Congress in its relations with Puerto 
Rico and from a study of the program of the insular government, both 
in recent years, it is not difficult to understand why the Nationalists 
and the Communists have so enthusiastically fanned the flames of 
hate in Puerto Rico lately. 

What little thread they ever had from which they could fabricate « 
distorted picture of re lationship between the Federal Government al 


its more than 2 million citizens on the island of Puerto Rico is being 
rapidly withdrawn from their clutches. 


CONGRESSIONAL ACTION A BLOW TO REVOLUTIONISTS 


The adoption of the Elective Governor Act by the Eightieth Con- 
gress and the Constitutional Government Act of the Eighty-first 
Congress are examples of sound measures of a political nature which 
the Federal Government has adopted for Puerto Rico to give our 
citizens there a stronger voice in their government. 

The extension of social security to Puerto Rico beginning January 1, 
1950, and the establishment of the United States Employment Service, 
as provided by the Eighty-first Congress, are examples of the type of 
economic help extended to these citizens. 

These steps on the part of the Federal Government in the last two 
Congresses have been a severe blow to the aims of the Nationalists and 
Communists. It appears their recent activities by which they hoped 
to arouse hatred toward the Federal Government comes from a fear 
that closer relationship between the mainland and the island in the 
last few years has made a distinct impression on the majority of the 
pe ople of Puerto Rico. 

The insular government itself has dealt a terrific blow to the doc- 
trine of the Communists and their ilk. 

It is a historical fact that communism thrives where people are 
hungry and unemployed. The insular government of Puerto Rico has 
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struck this Marxist characteristic a deadly blow. This has been done 
through ‘“‘Operation Bootstrap,”’ described in detail in another report 
prepared for this committee earlier this year. Puerto Rican leaders, 
through their intelligent and scientific application of a tax incentive 
program, hold a major challenge to the collectivist colossus of Moscow. 
During the last 10 years in Puerto Rico the number of people employed 
has increased by 173,000 persons and the value of total production of 
articles and services has jumped from $277,000,000 to $772,000,000. 
2 is estimated that production per worker has increased at the rate of 

4 percent per year. The attendance in school of school-age children 
has increased about 15 percent. Strides have been made toward pro- 
viding more adequate housing. 

All of these, and other progressive developments, have weakened 
the position of Stalin’s Communists and Albizu’s Nationalists in 
Puerto Rico. Little wonder they have become so desperate. 


O 








